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WTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING


September 20, 2008


Mukwonago, WI

The meeting of the Wisconsin Trapshooters Association Board of Directors was called to order at 9:05 AM by President Bruce Stiteley.  Directors present were SE: Gary Fechter, Brad Patterson,  SW:  Virgil Bomkamp, Dennis Taylor, NE: Ray Martin, Bill Simonar, ATA Delegate Jay Adams, Alt. Delegates Gary Strasser and Kevin Doerring, Secr-Treas. Arlene Otto.  Excused was Greg Knorr.  Also in attendance were Don Mittag and Dick Otto.

Bruce welcomed new members SE Zone Director Gary Fechter, ATA 1st Alt. Delegate Gary Strasser, and 2nd Alt. Delegate Kevin Doerring.  He announced that there would be a closed executive session at the end of today’s meeting. 

Arlene provided end of the year Profit & Loss, and Balance sheets for Directors to review.

1st on Agenda: Committee Selection:

All State Team: Adams, Fechter, Simonar - Gary Fechter will contact Lee Schmidt at Midwestern Shooters - Reinstate application form - Dick to help Jay.

Classification:  Adams; Doerring, Strasser, Knorr

Hall of Fame:  Atkielski, Nigbor, Stiteley

Home Grounds - Construction: Simonar, Strasser, Taylor

Home Grounds - Promotion/Political: Adams, Stiteley, Strasser, Taylor

Newsletter:  Patterson (comments: great job! - many complements) 

Presquad: Arlene & Dick Otto, Brad Patterson (Attendance pins into envelopes)

Program Advertising: Bomkamp, Mittag, D. & A. Otto, Stiteley (coordinate & get it now)

Public Relations: Adams, Mittag, Strasser (more info from zones & clubs)
 for T&F articles.

Referees: Directors by Zone

Scoreboard: GCDS

Shoot Offs: Adams/Atkielski/Murphy

State Program: Atkielski, Bomkamp

Target Setting: Directors into 3 teams, plus Rick Tesker, Dave Lade, Paul Becker, Glen Hammerly

Trap & Field Reports/Photos: Adams, Patterson

Trophies: Taylor, Tom & Nora Bristol, Atkielski 

Trophy Counter: Doerring, Bristols, Tim Thompson, Gary Strasser 

WTA Fund Raising Banquet: Helen Mar Adams, Bob Webber, Stiteley, A. Otto, Gary Strasser,

Youth: Gary DeSmidt, Gary Fechter, Rueben & Betty Stark, Stiteley

Zone Shoots: Knorr, Martin

2nd on Agenda: Review of 2008 State Shoot
State Shoot went well; only had an 8% decrease, compared to other state shoots at 15%.    Next year: Wednesday - Doubles first, Handicap then 16 yd.   Thursday, Handicap first, 16 yd follows.

Suggestion was made to turn around as traps were cleared instead of waiting for entire line to clear.  Shortening the number of open presquads was discussed.  Comments from shooters indicated the target setting was very good.  Next year check all fields for correct settings.  Classifying - one person from the office trained to classify in the afternoons, and can float to the trophy counter.      

Banquet: 3 letters received by Bill Simonar were read concerning complaints of the Banquet.  Some people felt the food was not as good as in previous years.  The price of the dinners ($50.00) is the same cost as at other fund raising banquets, some being considerably more.  It was felt that the emphasis should be more on the shooters receiving recognition than on the fund raising aspects.  

A request has been received from Janesville to reinstate the 50 mile rule.  Dennis made a motion that the Secretary send a letter to the president of each gun club conducting registered shoots asking for an advisory poll indicating whether they would favor the reinstatement of the 50 mile limit rule between all clubs statewide.  Brad seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

3rd on Agenda: Setting 2009 State Shoot Date
July 14 - 19, 2009 State Shoot

Zone Shoots: 
NW Zone:
Eau Claire
6/13-14


NE Zone:
Gateway
6/6 -7


SE Zone:
Boxhorn
6/13-14


SW Zone:
Janesville
6/6 - 7

5-Man - to be decided at next meeting

4th on Agenda: Search for Secretary
Arlene will update the duties of the Secretary.  She will contact Chris Johnson, & Sarah Meekma to see if they might be interested.  Dennis will speak to Nora Bristol.

Break for Lunch 12:00 - 12:45pm

5th on Agenda: Change of Accountant
It is good business policy to change accountants every 3 or 4 years.  A new accountant would have to be familiar with changing to a 501c3, taxes, advise us on best way to invest monies, etc.  Bruce spoke with Rudar-Ware, our lawyers.  They referred us to Rajek & Grimm in Wausau.  He will be in contact with that firm.  He asked for further referrals from the Board.  

Around the Table:
Bruce asked Virgil to report on his conversation with Rich Weisensel about painting the WTA trailer.  He will find out the cost and report back to the Board.  Brad will put notice on Website that Hall of Fame nominations must be in to John Atkielski, Jay Nigbor, or Bruce by 10/1.  Attendance Pins - Bill and Brad.  Bill reported that Joe Zukowski had 7 of the Board of Director shirts that had not been used.  Arlene will ask him to turn them in.  We can use them as well as those of Mike May’s for the new Board Members.  State Shoot program will be changed in size for easier reading.  Bruce informed the Board that at the annual meeting each year, the membership must approve the new Zone Directors, according to State Law.  He also discussed the name of our organization to be changed from Wisc. Trapshooters Assoc. to Wisc. Trapshooting Assoc., to imply that this is an organization for the sport of trapshooting, not for individual trapshooters, as recommended by our lawyers.   Dennis made a motion to change the name to Wisc. Trapshooting Association.  Brad seconded the motion.  It was a unanimous vote for the change.  Brad needs any articles or items for the newsletter by October 15th, for publication on Nov. 1.  He felt that the clubs are not making use of the free use of the website.  They can have scores, club news, shoot dates, maps to clubs, and more listed on the website.  They should contact Brad for further information.  Arlene mentioned that Lois Bennett, previous co-owner of Boxhorn Gun Club had passed away.  Bill questioned the Director having to attend his own Zone shoot.  The rule is that a director up for election wanting to be re-elected must be on the grounds at his own zone shoot to be nominated and accept the nomination.  He can shoot at any of the zone shoots.  The Director not up for election must be at his own zone shoot to run the election.  Gary Strasser suggested a 3-fold page advertising the WTA and what it does.  Gary was assigned the project.  

ATA Delegate Report:   Jim Thompson, Vandalia, OH., is now the new Executive Director.  SCTP is in transition of changing from the NSSF to 3SF.  The ATA uses the SCTP shooting at the Grand so that it may retain its 501c3 rating.  The 3SF may not shoot registered targets.  If they pulled the youth from registered shooting, the ATA would have to develop their own Youth Group.  The ATA called for an audit, and it proved to show them in a financially sound position.  The 2008 Grand was down 11 to 13%.  Minimum targets for classifying will be from the first day after the final Grand shoot day to the first day of the next Grand.  The ATA reenacted the 18-19yd line, and reduced the penalty from 2 class and 2 yards to 1 class and 1 yard penalties.  Jay also honored the Wisconsin State Team as having won the State Team Race with 996.  The shooters were Cathy Wehinger- 200, Jerry Demulling - 200, and Jon Denman - 199, Tim Curtin - 199, and Dave Lade-198 .  The group picture will be framed.  

Left to go into Executive Session at 2:00 pm.  

Return to regular session at 3:30pm.

Virgil made a motion to pay the bills, Gary Fechter seconded the motion, all in favor.

Gary Strasser made a motion to adjourn, Virgil seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Meeting closed at 3:40pm.


Respectfully submitted,

Arlene Otto, Sec./Treas.
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